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Mother’s Day Roses

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10! On this day, we
honor all Moms who’ve devoted their lives to
loving and sacrificing for their children to help
them grow and mature into adults. Make Mother's
Day special this year for the mothers and motherly
figures in your life by celebrating them with a
gorgeous arrangement of roses that she will adore!
Rose bouquets (12 roses) will be available at
DCRTL for a $25 contribution. To order a bouquet,
please call our office (563-556-5960) or come visit
us by Tuesday, April 28. If ordered, you can pick
up your bouquet(s) at the DCRTL Office (2205
Carter Rd, Dubuque) on May 8 from 11am to 4pm.
Please pay for the bouquet(s) before picking them
up. Dubuque County Right to Life will also have
single roses available for a donation at various
local churches throughout Mother's Day weekend.
Thank you for your donation and support! But most
importantly, thank you to all of the amazing moms,
grandmothers, and motherly figures that are such
an important part of our lives!

2026 LIFE Dinner - Thursday, April 9th, 2026 - Spm to 8:30pm

Our 32nd Annual LIFE Dinner is fast-approaching and we hope to see you there! Reminder:
this year’s Dinner is at the Peosta Community Centre. We are looking forward to sharing
this evening with you to promote LIFE and create a culture that protects pre-born children
and their families.

RSVP TODAY to reserve your spot. The initial RSVP request date has passed. RSVP
TODAY by calling the DCRTL office at 563-556-5960, or emailing us at nweiss@dcrtl.org.

About our Keynote Speaker: Mayra Rodriguez, Former Planned Parenthood Director

Mayra Rodriguez is the former director of the largest Planned Parenthood clinic in Arizona.
She worked for Planned Parenthood for 17 years, managing several affiliates and receiving
the Employee of the Year award in 2016. She felt she was living the American Dream, until
she began to notice and report instances of critical safety and health-related violations
including incomplete abortions, falsification of patient records, illegal conduct, unreported
Statutory rape, severe injuries by abortion and high complication rates with a specific
abortionist. She was fired in October 2017, after which she filed a wrongful termination
lawsuit. In August of 2019, a jury of her peers unanimously awarded her $3 million in
damages done by Planned Parenthood.

Come hear her share her story of going from one of abortion's strongest supporters to a pro-
life advocate, defending the lives of vulnerable pre-born children.
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« Pro-Life Scholarship Speech
Competition - DCRTL Office -
9am

. Happy Easter!

« 32nd Annual LIFE Dinner -
Peosta Community Center
« 5:00-8:30pm

. Board of Directors meeting

. Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta

. Deadline to order Mother’s Day
roses

. Mother’s Day Roses pick-up at
DCRTL Office 11am-4pm

. Happy Mother’s Day!

. Board of Directors meeting

. DCRTL Office closed in
observance of Memorial Day

. Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta

Praying outside of the
abortion facility
DCRTL

_~ Gilloon and  other

_ ~ members carpool down to lowa

City to pray and offer life-affirming
options to the mothers entering
Emma Goldman abortion facility.
They leave by 5:45am and return to
Dubuque by 12 noon. They have
open spots in the car. If you would
like to join them on any Thursday,
give our office a call (563-556-
5960) by Wednesday (day before)
at 4pm to sign-up.



A NOTE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” was written in response to
people who preferred waiting over direct action, even as Black Americans were suffering
under segregation and unjust laws. In that letter, he reminds us of two truths that speak to
our own movement: injustice is here, and time is neutral.

“Injustice is here.”

I read the phrase “injustice is here,” and I immediately thought of our community. How
many people believe that the injustice of abortion still exists in our community? Do we,
deep down, believe that injustice is present in our community?

Planned Parenthood in Dubuque was shut down due to your prayers and efforts. With
Planned Parenthood no longer having a visible presence in Dubuque, it can be easy to forget
that the injustice of abortion is still present in our community. I wish it weren’t the case and
that having an abortion was unthinkable.

Today, the most common abortion method (the abortion pill) can be completed at home and
even obtained in the mail. The abortion pill starves the child to death by withholding
progesterone (the baby’s nutrients). Outside of the abortion pill being completed at home,
mothers can travel to lowa City to have a surgical abortion, or even to Illinois for a late-term
abortion; both options are easily accessible and affect people in our community.

Injustice is here in the United States. Injustice is here in lowa. Injustice is happening here in
Dubuque.

Time is neutral

Later in the letter, King writes that time is neutral. That injustice coming to an end is not
inevitable. It takes the effort and courage of good people to use time to bring the injustice to
an end. It doesn’t just happen.

Thank you to those who have been part of this battle to end this atrocity in our area, whether
you joined us as a member recently or have been a member for decades; you’re taking an
active role in making abortion unthinkable in our area.

Knowing that abortion is still happening in our community, that people believe taking the
life of the child should be legal and, in some circumstances, even encouraged, this injustice
will not just go away with the passage of time.

We need outreach, practical support for mothers, prayer, and education happening in our
community, just like it was when Planned Parenthood had its abortion facility here. Let us
press on, as the social reformers did in the past, to use our time and resources to end
injustice.

For the little ones in the womb,

Aumgustine

P.S. If you have yet to RSVP for the LIFE Dinner, there may still be spots available. Be
involved today. Send an email to Naomi Weiss at nweiss@dcrtl.org, or call our office at
563-556-5960, to RSVP today. '




MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS

In Memory of:

Sr. Mary Linus Coyle......ccovviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiiee e Tom & Beth Simpson

Eileen DUCKT......ccciiiiiiiiiiececee e e Jim & Kathy Conlon

Patrick Kennedy........cooeovviiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Jack & Maria Smith
ANdrea KirDy.....oooiiiiiiiiii e Dan & Barb Nicholson
Donald KIOStEIrMan.........cccuviiiiiiieiiiieeiiie et eeeiree e ereeeeeeree e David Brunkan
Sr. Rene Laubenthal...........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e Tom & Beth Simpson
JONN IMLEYCT ...ttt ettt e e e eaab e e e eeaaeeenes David Brunkan
TN NEUSES..vviieiiiie et ettt ettt ettt e et e e etb e e e sabaeeesebaeeeanaeeenes Jim & Kathy Conlon
DON NOCL ..ottt e e e e e tb e e e stbeeesaabeeeeesbeeennsaeeas Lois Noel
Harold “Jeff” Phillips........ccoviiviiieiiiieeeiiie e Mike & Michele Schetgen
Loras Sabers..............c.ooo..... Jackie Crimmins, Mary Ellen Hoss-Sabers, Angela Kruse,

............................................... John & Ellen Markham, Dan & Deb Sabers

Irene Scherrman.........cccccccevvvviieeeiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeee, Dave Scherrman, Jack & Maria Smith

GENE SCHUIZ......eviieeiiieeciiie e e eirae e Patricia Heiderscheit
Richard Sheltomn..........oocviiiiiiii et e Roger Smith
RegINa M. StOll......oviiiiiiiiiii ettt et e et e e e e eraeeeaes Ron Stoll

John & Myra Welsh..........cccooviiiiiniiiiiiieeciee e, Dr. David & Eva Stabenow

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is
engraved on our memorial plaque, displayed in our office. Simply send us, along with your
gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family to
whom you'd like the acknowledgement sent. We'll be happy to send a card.

Become a Prayer Partner
to Intercede for DCRTL!

You can still sign up to pray for Dubuque
County Right to Life and its upcoming
programs and projects! We’d love to have
you join in interceding to make abortion
unthinkable in our area.

* To our members who travel If you’re interested, email Judy Tigges at
down to lowa City on dertl@dertl.org and she will let you know
Thursdays to pray outside the which dates are available for you. If you have
Emma  Goldman  Abortion any questions, feel free to ask Judy! Thank
Center! you again for your prayerful support for this

noble cause.

» To Dick & Marilyn Vogt, Roger
Smith, and Jack & Renee
Kuriger for the trash bags!




PRO-LIFE LEGISLATIVE, COURT,

AND OTHER LEGAL NEWS ""

by Arthur F. Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney —

Dear Friends for LIFE—

Let’s focus on Iowa first. As I mentioned last month, lots going on with several pro-life
bills being proposed in the lowa Legislature. By the time you read this column, we’ll know
the likely fate of the black market abortion pill bill (House File 2523) and the maternity
home donation tax credit bill (Senate File 2279). See last month‘s newsletter for the
specifics of these bills and how they could advance the pro-life movement in Iowa. Then
keep your eyes open for an email update or call the office at 556-5960 to check on their
status. Based on that, you can decide whether you are moved to contact your legislator.

Now, some dismal news from Indiana. We’ve known since Dobbs overruled Roe v. Wade
that pro-death forces were planning lawsuits claiming that the right to abortion is a
constitutional right based on freedom of religion. Well, they recently convinced an Indiana
state court judge of just that. The ACLU of Indiana filed a class action lawsuit in 2022 on
behalf of a group called “Hoosier Jews for Choice,” and other plaintiffs the Court has
allowed to remain anonymous. It took 3 years for the case to work its way through the
courts, but on March 5, 2026, Indiana State Court Judge Christina Klineman issued a
permit injunction in favor of the ACLU’s clients. The judge’s order blocks enforcement of
Indiana’s pro-life law against anyone who wants to kill their unborn child based on a
religious belief. As crazy as this sounds, one of the plaintiffs suing claimed that although
she was not a member of any particular religious tradition, she held “spiritual and religious
beliefs” about autonomy and the beginning of life that would require her to have an
abortion under certain circumstances, such as when the “birth of another child would not
allow her to fully realize her humanity, and inherent dignity.“ Can you believe that!? This is
a bizarre and devilish argument. Likewise, the judge’s ruling is a macabre and insane
twisting of laws passed to protect religious freedom...not to justify killing babies and
harming women. Fortunately, the Attorney General of the State of Indiana is appealing the
ruling, and it may end up before the Supreme Court of the United States at some point.

Let me close this month’s column with some happy international news. On March 17,
2026, the Scottish Parliament rejected a law that would’ve made Scotland the first member
of the United Kingdom to legalize physician-assisted suicide. The United Kingdom is
comprised of England, Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland. While this vote is not a
precedent that the other three UK countries are required to follow, it sends a clear pro-life
message to those countries. This is because the bill was debated in Scotland for two years
while pro-life advocates battled it out with the pro-death forces. Fortunately, many Scottish
physicians and disability rights groups rallied against the bill, which undoubtedly turned
the tide of public opinion against the killing this law would have allowed.

Well, that’s it for lowa news this month. Please stay informed and voice your opinion
whenever and as often as you can. Dubuque County Right To Life, Inc. will help you do
just that by giving you the facts. \

Arthur F. Gilloon




Partnership Grant Month with Seven Weeks Coffee!

Dubuque County Right to Life is excited to announce that the
month of April is our Partnership Grant Month with Seven Weeks
Coffee! This means that during April, we receive 20% of every
sale that comes from our affiliate link (rather than our regular
15% during the rest of the year). Moreover, when April is over,
Seven Weeks Coffee will award us a grant for promoting our
partnership with them!

Seven Weeks Coffee dedicates itself to supporting the pro-life
movement by donating a portion of all sales to pregnancy
resource centers and pro-life organizations. To date, they’ve given
over $1,000,000 to over 10,000 organizations!

If you’re a regular coffee drinker, we invite you to support
DCRTL and Seven Weeks Coffee with your morning coffee this
month. Not only will you be defending life, but you’ll also be
drinking delicious coffee! (And it’s a great Mother’s Day gift for
all our coffee-loving moms out there ;)

Use the QR code below to order coffee through our affiliate link.
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Reflection on a Year with DCRTL

One year ago, on a warm, sunny April day, I packed my belongings into a U-haul moving van,
said goodbye to my younger siblings, and set out for Dubuque, lowa, to a new city, a new
apartment, and a new job.

Along with the nervous expectations and excitement for this very new and uncertain adventure, [
brought with me a desire to answer one question: “What can I do for the pre-born?” There was a
strong conviction that simply believing abortion is wrong was not enough anymore. God opened
a door to this mission -- to advocate for His little ones with the gifts and talents He’s given me.

Reflecting on this past year, I’'m beyond humbled and grateful God has brought me to DCRTL for
His purpose. I am grateful to you, our supporters, for making this mission possible with your
generosity. While I pray God continues to use me to make an impact for the pre-born, I truly
believe He’s used this mission to transform me--permanently--as well.

Deepening Convictions

The belief that pre-born children possess an inherent dignity given to them by God is one that
I’ve held for as long as I could remember. There was no doubt or question in my mind that
abortion was a grave violation of their dignity because it took their lives.

Living and working for that conviction though has only served to deepen and strengthen it. Now
I’ve seen the images of the little babies destroyed by abortion. Different research projects have
brought me face to face with the deception, lies, and disgusting practices of the abortion industry.
Hearing people’s stories in outreach has softened my heart to those who are simply thirsting for
compassion and truth.

These experiences have changed my own heart to realize that abortion is not simply an injustice I
cannot support, but an evil that I have an obligation to fight.

Encountering Real People With Real Stories

When I first came to interview for DCRTL, I had the opportunity to also shadow an outreach on
UW-Platteville’s campus. I found myself in a conversation with a student who was adamantly
pro-choice. At the time, I didn’t have the training or answers to explain the pro-life position.

AllT could do was listen to her -- to her concerns, her arguments, her personal stories.

Because of working with DCRTL, I know that listening is the best foundation we can build in
conversations like these. I also have the skills to share the truth with empathy. I’ve witnessed
people change their minds and hearts on abortion and recognize it for the evil that it is.

Defending the pre-born has taught me that change happens when I step outside my comfort zone.
Nothing will ever be more rewarding or transformative than changing culture by encountering
people on a personal level.

Blessings & Gratitude

Working for DCRTL has been a tremendous blessing in my life. I went from being fearful to say
I’m pro-life to having confidence in my convictions and boldness in sharing them with others.
[’ve joined an incredible community of other pro-life advocates who continue to inspire me to
stay committed to this mission. Thank you for your constant support, which has given me this
opportunity to defend the pre-born.

The stories people have shared with me during outreach have changed my own heart to regard
people with more compassion and more empathy.

Seeing the injustice of abortion has convicted me that nothing is more pressing and more
necessary than standing up for the pre-born -- the countless little boys and girls who don’t have a
voice to stand up for themselves.

A year ago, I wanted to know how I could make a difference for the pre-born. Today, I realize that
the only thing I can’t do is nothing. This past year has convinced me that until this horrific
injustice ends, I will never stop serving this mission with intentionality, boldness, and
compassion.

Fighting for Life, . \! L O ' 4 v o

Naomi Weiss &g 75 ~ ‘e
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2026 Scholarship Contest
Presentations

The annual Scholarship Contest Presentations will occur
on Saturday, April 4th, 2026 at the Dubuque County
Right to Life Office. The high school seniors who
submitted their speeches at the beginning of March will

present them at 9am. If you are unable to attend in
‘41;-—- person, the students’ presentations will be livestreamed

on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/dcrtl). Tune
in at 9am to hear students deliver their speeches on the
topic “Unpacking the Gift of Life When it is Most
Challenging.”

As in previous years, members attending in-person and on Facebook livestream will give
“The People’s Award,” which is an additional $250 scholarship to the speaker with the most
votes. Make sure to check in to vote for your favorite speech if you can’t be there in-person.
NOTE: Voting will begin and end as announced, and only votes cast during that period of
time will be tallied.

We’re Hiring! - Program & Operations Associate (Full-Time)

We’re hiring a Program & Operations Associate —a mission-driven, team-player
who passionately desires to defend life from conception to natural death, support
women and families in unplanned pregnancies, and step outside their comfort
zone to confront abortion, assisted suicide, and euthanasia.

This position strengthens our daily operations and serves as an understudy for
our Summer Internship Project. With demonstrated competency and measurable
results, the expectation is to advance into an Internship Coordinator or leadership
role within the next 1-2 years.

Responsibilities include supervising interns, supporting the full internship cycle,
assisting with core administrative and operational functions that keep our mission
effective, and learning and applying pro-life apologetics in regular outreach
events.The ideal candidate aligns with our mission, can engage in conversations
with people who disagree, and adjust as projects/plans change. The candidate
must also have technology skills.

If you or someone you know is interested in serving a mission to protect life,
we’d love for you to apply. To learn more about the position and qualifications,
scan the QR code below! To apply, please send your resume and letter of intent to
our Executive Director, Augustine Payne, at apayne(@dcrtl.org.




Ambassadors for Life

The Ambassadors for Life is for high school students to get involved in making abortion
unthinkable. If you are a high school student who wants to make a difference in our
community by saving lives, or want to learn more about joining this fantastic group of young
people, contact Augustine Payne at apayne@dcrtl.org or 563-556-5960.

The Ambassadors for Life three pillars are Activism, Formation, and Community. By
participating in the Ambassadors for Life, you will not only be helping build a culture that
respects LIFE, but with the life experiences, you will also have things you can talk about in
future job, college, and scholarship applications.

MARY'S INN
MATERNITY HOME
(563) 552-6288
Email:
director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website:
www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

Jim Giese TRAPPIST CASKETS
Commer Cial New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

: o 888.433.6934
The area’s most recognized P eosta, Towa
commercial roofer. www.trappistcaskets.com

SACRED HEART
OF JESUS,
PLEASE PROTECT
OUR FAMILIES

Big River

NETWORX Lic

[T SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Call For Your FREE Systems Analysis

Animal Health Clinic ~ Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM lar
John & Ellie Freund Dyersville, 1A ¥ 563-675.6083 fodponipned
Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory .
P.563.556 6108 Knights of Columbus
5505 Rockdale Road Council #510 Council #5513
Dubuque, lowa Dubuque, TA Peosta, 1A
Leonard Funeral Flome Council #765 Council #7527
believes in the dignity of life! Dickeyville, Kieler Bishop O’Neill Council
Proparty Managament & Real Extote  PREGLERPROPERTIES.COM & Cuba City, WI East Dubuque, IL
PREGLE R Council #930 Council #7823
l), ' St. Thomas Aquinas Epworth, TA

PROPERTIES

Cascade, IA c a3
Council #4236 DEFENI]) Council#15813

St. Columbkille
La Motte Dubuque, IA
& Key West, TA LIFE !
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Mike & Sara Brehm & Family HOME » FABM » AUTO
8605 Tennis Lane ¢ Peosta, lowa 52068

563-543-8695

John & Ellen Markham
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> Bridgewater Advisors Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

- 340 W 5th St - Dubuque, 1A 52001

~ 563.556.1342 ﬁ- a
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= :

b | St. Joseph’s Woodshop f Do whateres Hotall gou”
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St. Anthony
4 Catholic Church Human Rights Begin | ¥ormer 2 oo o e mere
1870 St. Ambrose St. . . Al
Dubuque, IA in the Womb! Jesus in the Eucharist.
563-588-0571 Blessed Mother Teresa
www.stanthony-dubuque.org Dl‘. Jack & Laura . /
Before | formed you in the womb, | knew you. A Dolehide St'JG;:;};grr;nm‘::;:Eme"
Jer. 1:5 Zd Esa Dubuaue, linods
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563.583-9117 PEOSTA 91.9 FM PLATTEVILLE 104.7 FM
www.stcolumbkille.net

Freund Law Firm, P.C. The determination of the need for legal
services and the choice of a lawyer are
extremely important decisions and should

=L not be base solely upon advertisements
hn D. Freun or self—proglaimeq expertise. This M E " h
P;’l'o(563) 587e-uSO%0 disclosure is required by the rule of the c U UU
wwwjdfreundlaw.com Supreme Court of lowa. CREATIVE
OuR LADY
! ; In Loving Memory of OF LIFE,
{'!% Divine Word College Heidi Honkamp-Myhre PRAY FOR US.
1A and Arnie Honkamp
BUIIdIng .Q Dr. David &
culture of lifel Eva Stabenow
Joyce Honkamp
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ENJOY LIFE!

“If people spent an hour a week in
Eucharistic Adoration,
abortion would be ended.”
+Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

If you would like to know more
about being a regular adorer at the
Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
or if you are willing to sub
occasionally, please contact
Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or
powerofprayerchapel @outlook.com

Catholic Parishes of
the Emumaus Past

“Bore ormed o i RN o
i for, Ve, o cnstetd
Jeremigh 1:5

Rondinelli
Music/Audio

(563) 583-8271

BEHR'S

Funeral Home
1491 MaIN ST ~ (563) 582-3297
~ www.behrfuneralhome.com ~
JHonoring the Sanctity of Life
Since 1936

2% MOTHERS

. © PRAYERS

h’so United in prayer
#isni+”  we save our children

To join or start a group contact:
usa@mothersprayers.org

LIZ CUSHMAN
USA Coordinator

e a feast of fibers o ]

(563) 587-8044
email: Sara@yarn-soup.com
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“The Little Paper with the Big Impact

an Sehneidet
“Ritchen

FUMNERAL HOME » CREMATORY » PREFLANNING
A Dubugue Trodition Since 1846

Hgfna

3860 Asbury Road We believe every
563.582.5222 life is precious and
hskfhcares.com is a gift from God.

Jesus exclaimed to
St. Faustina,

“How very much
I desire the
salvation of

souls!”

JESUS,
I TRUST

IN YOU!

Bill & Jan Frye

Serra Club of Dubuque
P.O. Box 461 ¢ Dubuque, 1A 52004
Phone: (563) 663-0291
Supporting Life
and promoting

- vocations
&7 fo the priesthood
and religious life.

St. La Salle Pastorate

St. Francis of Assisi, Balltown
Holy Cross, Holy Cross
Holy Trinity, Luxemburg
St. Joseph, Rickardsville
Sts. Peter & Paul, Sherrill

‘When you choose LIFE, the BEAT goes on!

DUBUQUE SCREW PRODUCTS
BEYOND PRECISION MACHINING

(563) 583-2770
dbgscrewproducts.com
1S0 8001:2015 CERTIFIED

8500 Chavenelle Rd. Dubugue, 1A 52002

| =i
== HERE

DUBUQUE COMMUNITY CHURCH

5635815079 dbqcommunitychurch.com | Pastor Qafnis Schmiet
3 g b LT

Pray for
an end

to abortion.

In Memory of
Larry & Renee
Friedman

(563)556-5250 or (563)557-3123
www.partnersofclarityclinic.com
3365 Hillcrest Road
Dubuque, IA 52002

OUR LADY
OF LIFE,
PRAY FOR US.

Drs. Clark &
Ann Williams

Personhood begins at conception.

JOHN DOLEHIDE, D.O.

dolehideurology@gmail.com

&

In Loving Memory of:
Bud Portz

Mary Mormann

HOLY SPIRI‘I‘ PARISH

“When you choose life...

beat goes on.”

IRTHRIGHT

“It is the right of every pregnant
woman to give birth...and the right
of every child to be born.”

221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, lowa
563-556-1991
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