Holy Hour & Mass for Life - March 25, 2026
Cathedral of St. Raphael

In celebration of the Feast of the Annunciation,
Dubuque County Right to Life invites you to join us
for a Holy Hour and our annual Mass for Life to pray
for the protection of our pre-born brothers and sisters,
mothers and families facing unexpected pregnancy,
and for the healing of those impacted by abortion.

This year’s Mass will be held at the Cathedral of St.
Raphael (231 Bluff St., Dubuque, IA 52001) at
5:15pm. Beginning at 4:15pm, we will also have a
Holy Hour to pray for the defense of the little ones in
the womb, which will include a Rosary and
Benediction.

Everyone is welcome! We hope to see you there as
we unite as a community to entrust mothers, fathers,
and their children (born and pre-born) to the Lord,
through the intercession of the Blessed Mother.

Still Looking for Prayer Partners to Intercede for DCRTL
and our Upcoming Projects!!

Last month, we promoted a new, intentional prayer
group whose goal is to pray for Dubuque County
Right to Life and its upcoming projects throughout
each calendar month. We’d love to have you join
in interceding to make abortion unthinkable in our
area.

We need at least 31 people (one person to pray on
each day of the month), and we’re still looking for
Prayer Partners!

This opportunity is open to all faith traditions.

If you’re interested, email Judy Tigges at
dertl@dertl.org and she will let you know
which dates are available for you. If you have
any questions, feel free to ask Judy!

Thank you again for your prayerful support for
this noble cause.
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We educate the public about

the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.
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. Deadline to apply for the DCRTL

Monday, High School Scholarship: In-

March 2 person 4:00pm CST or online
11:59pm CST

11\:Ihalﬁ: Sl‘li%’ . Board of Directors meeting

Monday, . Deadline to RSVP for Life Dinner

Wednesd  Mass for Life - 5:15pm
M:réllf 25ay, Cathedral of St. Raphael,
231 Bluff Street, Dubuque

« Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm

F{dhaligslf%’ St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta

April 2026

« Pro-Life Scholarship Speech

i&g?if%ay’ 9Cg:)ﬂl:lpetition - DCRTL Office -
ilg:'(ijla ’ « Happy Easter!
Thursd « 32nd Annual LIFE Dinner -
AplIl’ili 933" Peosta Community Center
« 5:00-8:30pm
Xlll)lll’ilis?gy, . Board of Directors meeting
 Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
Thu.lisday, St. John the Baptist Church,
April 23 Peosta
7 Weeks Coffee

Dubuque County Right To Life is partnered with 7 Weeks
Coffee! If you are already a coffee drinker, please consider
switching your brand to Seven Weeks Coffee. 15% of all
purchases will be donated to Dubuque County Right To
Life. Thank you, 7 Weeks Coffee! Use the following link
www.sevenweekscoffee.com/?ref=Dubuque-County-Right-
To-Life, or scan the QR Code below to be taken to our
personal link.
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A NOTE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In January 2026, Indiana Hoosiers finished a perfect season with a college football championship. The
team with the most losses in college football history has just won the college football championship. At
the beginning of the 2025 season, Indiana had zero five-star recruits and hadn’t won against a ranked
opponent since 2020. This past season would prove to be a different story, as they completed an
undefeated season that included the championship and wins over big football giants like Ohio State and
Alabama.

Indiana Hoosiers and the Pro-Life Movement

On the Dr. Phil podcast from February 4th, Dr. Phil shared some lessons we can learn from the Indiana
Hoosiers turning a losing football program around and bringing home the championship. These lessons
apply to our movement and successfully ending abortion, even when faced against Planned Parenthood
and Big Abortion money.

The Lesson of Belief - Do you believe it is possible to make abortion unthinkable?

You have to sincerely believe that you can win a championship. Though they were underdogs, the
Indiana Hoosiers believed they could win against top programs.

This may seem very obvious from a sports example, but is it a reality in our movement?

We exist, through your support, to transform the culture of death into a culture that respects the dignity
of every human being and where abortion is unthinkable. In the day-to-day, sometimes it can be hard to
imagine our vision becoming a reality.

It doesn’t happen overnight, but through dedicated, disciplined actions such as having more
conversations with people who believe abortion should be legal, reaching more young hearts and minds
online through social media, being on the front lines at the abortion facilities, or forming young people
to be Ambassadors for the Pro-Life cause...I believe these actions will shift our community into one
that cherishes every human life and supports Mom through her pregnancy and beyond.

This work is only possible because of our awesome, dedicated supporters! Thank you!!!

Will you be part of this movement in a greater way?

Let us work together to win our championship for the babies in the womb and their moms. If you have
friends or family members who should be part of the movement, invite them to join us for our
upcoming Life Dinner! I love when people put together a table of friends and family at the Dinner. Will
you do this to help grow our movement and increase our impact?

For the protection of our pre-born brothers and sisters in the womb,

HEHOE R
To our members who travel down to Iowa City on

Thursdays to pray outside the Emma Goldman
Abortion Center!

WISH
LINT

To Dick & Marilyn Vogt for the trash bags!
30-gallon

trash bags To Jennifer Gremmel for the baby blankets and

> 3
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MEMORIAILS & HONORARIUMS @\

—

In Honor of:
St. Therese of LiSi€UX.....ccccevvvirirriiiiieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnn. Donald & Carla Averkamp
In Memory of:
JOADNN AYETS....oeieieierieceeneerenecneansae e ass e e ssassnsssensnesnnee e e DAVIA & Mary Jo Ayers
Clarke BOISINEET........cuceveereeeremennennennenneceeneeneennennensensesneenes Enc& Louise Loeffelholz
Donald Brlmeyer wveereeeen.ANDA Brimeyer
Leander “Lee” Burkle.........ccoueeveeeeuereeneeeieeeenereenseaenesee e e Lavonne Burkle
Mary Ann FabriCious........ccceeveereeseseseeseeseereaeseesseassneanes ..Dan & Barb Nicholson
Mary Ellen Goedken. e res s reres s eeressssn Dick & Jean Mescher
Andrea Kirby.... rerreererrassassassaessessessessansansensennse DI David & Eva Stabenow
Ed & Joann Loeffelholz.... ..Eric & Louise Loeffelholz
Irene Schermann...... Roger & Dlane Arensdorf Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study

- ...Linda Kerkel, Patrick & Karen Reidy
Matthew Sherman ..Madonna Portz
Leon WolfJack & Maria Smith

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of 3250 or greater, their name is
engraved on our memorial plaque, displayed in our office. Simply send us, along with your
gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family to
whom you'd like the acknowledgement sent. We'll be happy to send a card.

Yo Yoo o e e oo

WE'RE HIRINGI - PROGRAM & OPERATIONS ASSOCIATE
(FULL-TIME)

We’re hiring a Program & Operations Associate —a mission-driven, team-player who
passionately desires to defend life from conception to natural death, support women and
families in unplanned pregnancies, and step outside their comfort zone to confront abortion,
assisted suicide, and euthanasia.

This position strengthens our daily operations and serves as an understudy for our Summer
Internship Project. With demonstrated competency and measurable results, the expectation is
to advance into an Intemship Coordinator or leadership role within the next 1-2 years.
Responsibilities include supervising interns, supporting the full intemship cycle, assisting
with core administrative and operational functions that keep our mission effective, and
leaming and applying pro-life apologetics in regular outreach events. The ideal candidate
aligns with our mission, can engage in conversations with people who disagree, and adjust
as projects/plans change. The candidate must also have technology skills.

. o o) i e
If you or someone you know is interested in serving IR PP
a mission to protect life, we’d love for you to apply. RO 200 R i 18
To learn more about the position and qualifications, R R A | x g
scan the QR code to the right: 1t % "f *dugdies it
seageeet, O f° 0 e N
378000003, cunets SHOEHSE S
To apply, please send your resume and letter of R e X
intent to our Executive Director, Augustine Payne, at ® A e R
apayne@dertl.org. 2 S SR
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AND OTHER LEGAL NEWS

by Arthur F. Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney

Dear Friends for Life-

Let’s focus on Iowa. Lots going on in the Iowa legislature with several pro-life bills being
proposed.

House File (HF) 2563 proposes a law to address online black market abortion pills. It is
generally agreed that most abortions done today are via abortion pills. Some are prescribed to
pregnant women in crisis by abortionists who are doctors, but there is a large online world
where women who are pregnant and need help receive abortion pills in the mail without ever
seeing a doctor in person, without receivin%{%ny kind of physical examination, and without
knowing the dangers of these death drugs. 2563 aims to protect these women and their
babies from these death profiteers.

This proposed law requires these pills be dispensed only by an Iowa medical professional or
licensed physician in Iowa. That doctor must conduct a physical examination in person. They
must inform the pregnant woman of all the risks that taking these pills entail, including but
not limited to excessive bleeding/hemorrhaging, sepsis, sterility, and the fact that “women
using abortion—inducing drugs have suffered trauma from seeing the remains of the unborn
child in the process of a chemical abortion.” The law would also require that the doctor
inform the women that, even if they take the first pill, the chemical abortion process can be
reversed! She would be told that abortion pill reversal information is available on the Iowa
Department of Health and Human Services. The woman would also be warned that she could
suffer pulmonary embolism, cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, renal failure, shock, and goin
into a coma. She would be wamed of these things because all of them are known potenti
adverse effects of abortion pills. The woman would receive all this information in writing and
confirm by her signature that she has been advised of all these harmful things that can happen
to her if she takes these pills.

Doctors or anyone else who violate these rules could have their licenses revoked. In other
words, the abortion pill salespeople from New York and other states would be put out of
business in Iowa. Lastly, a pregnant woman could not be prosecuted civilly or criminally
under this law. She is considered to be a victim and rightly so under the law. Women in these
circumstances need help, and they deserve better than abortion.

All of the usual pro-death lobbyists you would expect have registered against this bill,
including the ACLEJ and Planned Parenthood. Of note, the Iowa League of Women Voters has
also registered against this bill. Why would anyone be against giving accurate health
information to women considering abortion, especially in a situation where they are expected
to abort their child into the toilet at home or in a hotel room?

As Towa law does not currently allow us to totally stop abortion and truly help women facing
unintended gfregnancies, we need laws like HF 2563 to help and protect women and their
unborn children from these black market abortion profiteers who prey upon them. These
profiteers are violating women’s civil rights.

A bill to provide a tax credit of up to $5000 to individuals and businesses who donate to a
maternity home in Iowa is pending in the Senate as SF 2279. This is a tremendous law that
would spur more Iowans to give money to maternity homes like Mary’s Inn right here in
Dubuque. There are numerous matemity homes across lowa, and who could be against such a
provision in the law? Notably, as of February 16, 2026, not a single lobbyist had registered
against this bill. That’s good news, but our legislators still need to hear from you.

Please contact your legislator/representative to voice your thoughts on these proposed bills
described above, currently pending in the legislature. You can find your legislator at the
following link:

PRO-LITE LEGISLATIVE, COURT, m

legislature.iowa.gov/legislators

Well, that’s it for Iowa news this month. Please stay informed and voice your opinion
whenever and as often as you can. Dubuque County Right To Life, Inc. will help you do just
that by giving you the facts.

Arthur F. Gilloon, 05



MARCHING FOR LIFE: INJUSTICE DEMANDS A RESPONSE

My experience attending the March for Life this year was vastly different from my first and
only other March I attended in 2020.

That first year I marched, I did so with excitement, energy, and a strong sense of admiration
for the strength of the pro-life movement, which I clearly saw in the thousands of people
witnessing to the human rights of the pre-born. If I’'m honest with myself, though, I also felt
like this was a “pro-life checkbox,” an event in which I had to participate simply to call
myself a pro-lifer.

That conviction to do something about the tragedy of abortion fizzled out after I returned to
my day-to-day life. No longer surrounded by the passion of thousands of people, it was easy
to forget and ignore the reality of abortion.

This year, 1 experienced a deeper interior stirring that this demonstration to protect the
human rights of the pre-born could not simply be a one-time, once-a-year experience. [ owe
that to serving this mission with DCRTL.

Since daily committing to this cause, I’ve encountered the weight and tragedy of abortion
more personally than ever before. Whether it’s talking to a pro-choice person in outreach or
hearing real, personal stories of children killed through abortion, I have become more and
more aware of the gravity of this issue — and my responsibility to respond.

We’re not supposed to simply march for one day out of the year. This is the greatest injustice
of our time, and it demands more than just the belief that abortion is wrong. We must
“march” year-round by taking concrete action to confront this evil until it’s unthinkable.

That’s why we continue to march even now that Roe has been overturned, leaving the
decision to make abortion legal or illegal to the states’ representatives. This victory for Life
does not mean we can go home and consider the battle against abortion won. Instead, it must
energize us to work for cultural change. Until our culture can see and believe that abortion is
a horror — a human rights violation against the most vulnerable — our work is not done.

I’'m grateful for the opportunity to march with so many passionate pro-life advocates this
year. I’'m grateful for the gift of Life, and the opportunity to celebrate that Life every day,
with a community that spans the nation. And I’'m grateful to be part of this mission to end
abortion.

Let’s continue our march this year to not only be a voice for the voiceless, but also to work
for a day when abortion is rejected as the true human injustice that it is.

For Life,
Naomi Weiss




Meet Analisa, our Part-Time Administrative Assistant!

Hi! My name is Analisa Arriens. I just recently
accepted a job with Dubuque County Right to Life. I
am a student at Emmaus University here in Dubuque,
and I will be graduating with an Associates Degree in
Biblical Studies at the end of this semester. My
relationship with Jesus is the most important thing in
my life, and I strive to become more and more like Him
each and every day. Learning more about the Bible and
the Christian doctrine at Emmaus has been such an
amazing opportunity. I am also a part of the chamber
choir and ensemble at Emmaus which allows me to
praise and worship God with the singing ability He has
so graciously given me. Music is a huge part of my life,
and outside of choir, I love playing my ukulele and
writing songs for the Lord, singing along to whatever Christian song is playing, and being a
part of the worship team at Galena Bible Church. This is the church that I attend every
Sunday and I love serving in the nursery there as well. I absolutely love kids, and it is a joy
to be able to serve my local church in this way!

Along with DCRTL, I also work at Midwest Optometry as an optometrist technician. I have
loved getting to meet new people and learn more about the way that the Lord has designed our
eyes. In my free time, I love to spend time with my best friend, have deep conversations with
those I am close with, attend young adult groups, go out on coffee dates with friends, and find
something creative to do like bracelet making, coloring, or painting. I also love to play sports,
especially basketball, soccer, and volleyball.

Accepting this job with DCRTL has already been so impactful for me. I grew up in a Christian
background, so I always knew abortion was wrong and it broke my heart to see the world act
in this way. However, the word “abortion” has been even harder for me to hear ever since I
found out that my mom had one. Knowing that I could have another sibling and that they had
to go through this terrible procedure is heartbreaking. Hearing that news was a painful
experience to walk through, but I am determined to use it as motivation to stand up for the life
of the unborn. I want to make a difference now and be a voice for those like my sibling who
didn’t have a right to their own life. I believe that every life begins at conception. The Lord
has formed us and knew the plan for each of our lives before He even laid the foundation of
the world (Ephesians 1:4). The Lord designed each one of us intricately in our mother’s
womb, and He tells us in Psalm 139:14 that we are fearfully and wonderfully made. I believe
that every human life has value because we are made in the image of God and set apart in His
creation. Through this position at DCRTL I hope to continue healing the hurt from the effects
abortion has had on my life and show my love for the Lord through my love for other people,

especially the unborn. .

v,
Apologies for a Mistake
concerning the 5th Grade Poster Contest

It was kindly brought to our attention that in the
February newsletter, we included the wrong name for
Seton’s 5th Grade Poster Contest Winner. The winner for
Seton was Mallorie Zimmerman. Our sincerest apologies
‘ to Mallorie and her family for the mistake, as well as
Seton Grace Dauderman (whose name we mistakenly included)
Mallorie Zimmerman for the confusion and upset this caused!
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2026 LIFE Dinner
Thursday, April 9th, 2026

Our 32nd Annual LIFE Dinner is NEXT month! We are

looking forward to sharing this evening with you to

promote LIFE and create a culture that protects pre-born

children and their families.

We hope to see you at the Peosta Community Centre on
Thursday, April 9th, 2026 from 5:00pm to 8:30pm!

o

d
s
==

About our Keynote Speaker: Mayra Rodriguez,
Former Planned Parenthood Director

Mayra Rodriguez is the former director of the largest
Planned Parenthood clinic in Arizona. She worked for
Planned Parenthood for 17 years, managing several
affiliates and receiving the Employee of the Year award in
2016. She felt she was living the American Dream, until
she began to notice and report instances of critical safety
and health-related violations including incomplete
abortions, falsification of patient records, illegal conduct,
unreported statutory rape, severe injuries by abortion and
high complication rates with a specific abortionist. She was
fired in October 2017, after which she filed a wrongful
termination lawsuit. In August of 2019, a jury of her peers
unanimously awarded her $3 million in damages done by
Planned Parenthood.

Come hear her share her story of going from one of
abortion’s strongest supporters to a pro-life advocate,
defending the lives of vulnerable pre-born children.
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2026 SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST

Attention all graduating high school seniors! Our annual scholarship contest for 2026 is
upon us. This is an opportunity for you to express your pro-life views to compete for a
scholarship for college. See below for more details!

Who: Graduating high school seniors who plan to attend college

Scholarship Amount: Up to $10,000 is available to be awarded between applicants at the
discretion of the judging committee

Expectations: Students must submit a written copy of an original speech (5-10 minutes in
length) on the topic “Unpacking the Gift of Life When it is Most Challenging.” Students
must also submit evidence of service hours logged in the cause of protecting human life.
They must also submit one (1) recommendation letter describing individual commitment to
some aspect of the DCRTL mission.

About the Topic: We firmly believe that Life — all Life — is a gift that should be
celebrated, cherished, and protected in every stage and in every circumstance. It’s easy to
see Life as a gift when those circumstances are going well, when they are filled with joy
and happy memories. But what about when life is challenging or involves suffering?
Students are encouraged to reflect on how life is still a gift, even when the beginning,
middle, or end of that life is challenging. We encourage students to consider how we treat
people with special needs, elderly patients nearing the end of life, or other circumstances
the abortion industry often uses to justify abortion.

Where to submit: https://www.dcrtl.org/get-involved/events/scholarships/

Deadline to submit: Monday, March 2, 2026 at 11:59pm CST. Finalists will be chosen by
the quality of their written speech, service hours, and recommendation letter. Finalists
MUST be available to participate in a speech presentation at the DCRTL office on
Saturday, April 4th, at 9am.

Serra Club of Dubuque St. La Salle Pastorate
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i ) St. Joseph, Rickardsville
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Bill & Jan Frye &y to the presthood . ,
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Yot g i S0 sk S . OFLH"E,
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Ameriprise 3

Financial
Bridgewater Advisors
340 W 5th St » Dubuque, IA 52001
563.556.1342

Financial Advisor/
Financial Planning Specialist

Fred Ganter
M.S., APMA ™

A financial advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

St. Joseph’s Woodshop
Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork

: ¢ For )’W
built to suit our customer’s needs aE
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Mike & Sara Brehm & Family HOME  FARM » AUTO

8605 Tennis Lane * Peosta, Iowa 52068

563-543-8695
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Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

Q HomeShow-

Proudly supporting
LIFE!

1475 Associates Dr., Dubugue | 563-557-9952

“Do whatever He hllcqou.

DUHAWKS
FOR LIFE

¢

LORASCOLLEGE

AMBULANCE
9690-9111

St. Anthony
. . Nowhere on earth are we more
A Catholic Church welcomed or loved than by
1870[:';%"0':8 St. Jesus in the Eucharist.
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563-588-0571 EBlessed Mother Teresa
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www.stcolumbkille.net

Freund Law Firm, P.C. The determination of the need for legal
services and the choice of a lawyer are
extremely important decisions and should
not be base solely upon advertisements
or self-proclaimed expertise. This
disclosure is required by the rule of the

John D. Freund
Ph: (563) 587-8050

McCullough

and Arnie Honkamp

Building a
culture of life!

Joyce Honkamp

www.jdfreundiaw.com Supreme Court of lowa. CREATIVE
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& Divine Word College | 1} 11iq; Honkamp-Myhre PRAY FOR US.

Dr. David &
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ENJOY LIFE!

“If people spent an hour a week in
Eucharistic Adoration,
abortion would be ended.”
+Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

If you would like to know more
about being a regular adarer at the

orif you are willing to sub
occasionally, please contact
Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or
powerofprayerchapel @outlook .com

Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,

Catholic Parishes of

“Bore oo RO

and et o e b eonseated g
Jeremich 3:5

Rondinelli
Music/Audio

(563) 583-8271

BEHR'S
Funeral Home
1491 MavST ~ (563) 582-3297
~ www.behr funeralhome.com ~
JHonoring the Sanctity of Life
Since 1936

&% MOTHERS
¢ PRAYERS

g United in prayer
TG we save our children
To join or start a group contact:
usa@mothersprayers.org
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USA Coordinator

o a feast of fibers o ]

(563) 587-8044
email: Sara@yarn-soup.com

| Babies are |,

= - aBlessing i
\®  Choose Life! &

Del & Lois Link
and Family

4 47/7‘ #o Treasure
Dubuque

En Adverliser

“The Lisle Paper withthe Big Inpacs™

Q%ﬁnwm, @\pe/mei(lez

“Ritchen

FUNERAL HOME « CREMATORY « PREPLANNING
A Dubuque Tradition Since 1646

3860 Asbury Road We believe every
563.582.5222 life is predous and
hskfhcares.com is a gift from God.
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BECKMAN
CATHOLIC

HIGH SCHOOL

Jesus exdaimed to
St. Fausting,

“How very much
I desire the
salvation of

souls!”

MARY'S INN
MATERNITY HOME
(563) 552-6288
Email:
director@marysinnmaternityhome.org

Website:
www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

Jim Giese

Commercial

The area’s most recognized
commercial roofer.

TRAPPIST CASKETS

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934

Peosta, lowa
www.trappistcaskets.com

SACRED HEART
OF JESUS,
PLEASE PROTECT
OUR FAMILIES

John & Ellie Freund

Animal Health Clinic

Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
Dyersville, IA 563-8

75-6083

Big River
NETWORX u.c

[T SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR BUSINESS
Call For Your FREE Systems Analysis
Al Schroeder
563.495.3902

Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory
l’ll 963-556-6788

"95 Rockdale Road
Dubuque, Iowa

Leonard Funeral Home
believes in the dignity of life!

Property Management & Real Estate  PREGLERPROPERTIES.COM

S)PREGLER

Mk Pregie, Broker Ko Prees

fpet,

9 PROPERTIES

Council #510
Dubuque, IA

Council #7635

Dickeyville, Kieler

& Cuba City, WI
Council #930

St. Thomas Aquinas

Cascade, 1A
Council #4236

La Motte

& Key West, IA

Knights of Columbus

Council #5513
Peosta, IA
Council #7527
Bishop O’Neill Council
East Dubuque, IL
Council #7823
Epworth lA

DEF END e
LIFE!

St. Columbkllle
Dubuque, IA
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