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Don’t Forget!

Ambassadors for Life Recruitment Event - January 17
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As abortion is the greatest injustice of our time,
it is important that we expose young people to
heroic figures in history who fought against evil
and injustice, even at the risk of facing
pushback.

This is why we are showing the movie dmazing
Grace, the story of William Wilberforce who
was-influential in abolishing the slave trade in
the UK, to high schoolers.

If you are a high school student or soon-to-be
high school student who desires to~build a
culture of LIFE, we invite you,to'come‘to our
Ambassadors for Life high school. recruitment
event on:Saturday, January 17 at 6pm!

Join us at the DCRTL office (2205 Carter Rd)
to watch Amazing Grace and learn about this
important-historical figure. We will provide
pizza and drinks for the students!

You will also have the opportunity to learn
more about Ambassadors for Life — to meet
other passionate pro-life high: schoolers, ask
questions, and-See if this group is a/good fit for
you!

Ambassadors for Life is for all high school
students (freshmen through seniors), but we are
likewise inviting 8th graders to attend this
event so they may see if this group is one they’d
like to join once they graduate.

Please RSVP by Tuesday, January 13 if you plan on attending. You can

email Naomi Weiss at nweiss@dcrtl.org, or call our office at 563-556-5960.
We hope to see you there!
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(563) 556-5960
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Office Hours:
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
Weekends: Closed

Dyersville Office:
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, lowa 52040

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.

January 2026

Thursday, . Happy New Year!

January 1 DCRTL Office closed

Friday, . DCRTL Normal Office Hours
January 2 resume

}"E?nuur:;i; 31”5 . Board of Directors meeting

. High School Movie & Pizza Night

Saturday, Amazing Grace - Ambassadors for
January 17 Life Recruitment Event - 6pm -
DCRTL Office
. Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
Thursd X
j an%r;r;%z St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta
Frid . National March for Life
J zfrllu?;’}/ 23 Office closed for staff traveling to

attend

The office will be closed on

’ Thursday, January 22 and Friday,

January 23 as DCRTL will be
traveling for the National March
for Life.

February 2026

Thursday,

February 19 « Board of Directors meeting

. Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta

Thursday,
February 26

Praying outside of the abortion facility

Every Thursday morning, Arthur Gilloon and other DCRTL
members carpool down to Towa City to pray and offer life-
affirming options to the mothers entering Emma Goldman
abortion facility. They leave by 5:45am and return to
Dubuque by 12 noon. They have open spots in the car. If
you would like to join them on any Thursday, give our
office a call (563-556-5960) by Wednesday (day before) at
4pm to sign-up.
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In December 1938, at the age of 29, Nicholas Winton was living the ideal young adult life.
A London stockbroker with a good job, good friends, and a planned ski vacation in the
beautiful Swiss Alps.

A NOTE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Then a friend, Martin Blake, urged him to cancel his trip and go to Prague instead.
Refugees were pouring in following the Nazi invasion of the Sudetenland, a German-
speaking region on the border of Czechoslovakia.

Nicholas went. And what he saw there changed his life.

He walked through the camps where Jewish families from Czechoslovakia were living in
temporary makeshift shelters.

Vulnerable adults were in the process of being evacuated, but no one was yet working to get
the children out before a Nazi invasion. So Nicholas decided he would.

Within weeks he returned to London, but what he saw while in Prague stuck with him. He
worked his day job at the Stock Exchange, and as soon as work ended, he poured himself
into rescuing these children late into the night.

He obtained permission from the British government for children to enter the country, as
long as they had a foster family and a financial guarantee.

Nicholas, and a small group of others, including his own mom, found families, raised funds,
and spent countless hours on passports and travel documents.

Just nine months later, on September 1, 1939, his efforts would be stopped with the
beginning of the war. But not before Nicholas and his small team helped transfer 669
children to safety in the UK.

And then...decades passed. From those 669 children's lives saved, it has allowed over
15,000 people in future generations from children to great-grandchildren to be given the gift
of life.

These children and the families they later formed were only possible because Nicholas
Winton gave up a ski trip and answered a cry for help... even when the children themselves
didn’t know their lives were being saved at the time.

A new initiative you have heard about

You may have seen the letter we recently sent regarding the Tri-state Human Rights
Initiative project. This is a major undertaking where we will form 5-10 young adults, as
they give up their plans this summer, to be bold advocates for the pro-life cause.

This program is only possible with your support.

We spent two weeks of the summer this year seeing a similar program implemented in
Michigan. We want to bring that program to Dubuque to save the lives of the little children
at risk of abortion, help their moms, and ultimately make strides toward our goal of making
abortion unthinkable in our area.

Where we are now and how you can help

Thanks to our generous donors, we have raised $125,000 toward our goal to raise $200,000
by January 30th.

Here are two simple ways you can help as we head into the new year:
First, you can make a sacrificial gift by January 30 to help finish this final stretch.

Second, you can help us find the right interns.
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MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS

In Honor of:
Joe & Helen Ertl (90” Birthdys)...........cccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeseeeevesseeesnnn. Carol Goerdt

In Memory of:

Janet KenkKel.......oooviiiiiiiiiiiiece e Trey & Stacie Collins
Kris LOOMIS......eviiieeiiiiie et Rev. Dennis & Carol Schmitt
Pat MEYET....cuiiieiieciiiee ettt et et e Michael & Judith Meyer
DON NOCL ..t Lois Noel
Viola Richard-NecKer........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Mary Ann Boever
ROZET RICSDUIZ.....iiiiiiieiiii et Neil & Linda Hoeger
Donald Schmitt........................ Patricia Heidersheit, Kathy Koch, John & Sue Lukasik,

........................................... Dick & Jean Mescher, Jack & Maria Smith
Re@INa StOlL.....uviiiieiiiiiciciiee e e Ronald Stoll

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is
engraved on our memorial plaque, displayed in our office. Simply send us, along with your
gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family to
whom you'd like the acknowledgement sent. We'll be happy to send a card.

A NOTE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

...continued from page 3

If you know someone who will be 18-24 years old by June 14, 2026, and might be
interested in a life-transforming summer, please reach out and connect them with
us. My email is apayne@dcrtl.org.

Thank you for being the reason young people can change their plans, be
transformed, and help make abortion unthinkable.

Yours for Life,

e To Sue Lansing for helping in the

office! I
e To our members who travel down

to Iowa City on Thursdays to pray

outside the Emma Goldman

Abortion Center!

e To everyone who joined us to pray
for the protection of the pre-born at
our National Night of Prayer! o

e To Fred and Brigid Ganter for the
bottled water!

e To Sherry Chapman for the paper
and cleaning products!
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PRO-LIFE LEGISLATIVE, COURT, Py W

AND OTHER LEGAL NEWS

by Arthur F. Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney

Dear Friends for Life-
As usual, I have critical legislative news.

The wave sweeping the country allowing doctor-assisted suicide has engulfed 2 more
states: Illinois and New York.

As reported in last month’s column, the Illinois legislature recently passed the “End-of-
Life Options for Terminally 11l Patients Act.” Governor Pritzker signed it into law on
Friday, December 12th, making Illinois the 12th state to legalize a doctor-killing suicide
law. Make no mistake, this is quite simply suicide with the help of a doctor who writes a
prescription for it. The interesting thing is that the patient who requests the death pill
must be able to self-administer it! That presents a problem for the pro-euthanasia folks.

The Illinois law states:

“Self-administer” means “an affirmative, conscious, voluntary action, performed by a
qualified patient, to ingest medication prescribed pursuant to this Act to bring about the
patient's peaceful death. "Self-administer" does not include administration by parenteral
injection or infusion.”

New York also has passed a doctor-assisted suicide law. It is called the “Medical Aid in
Dying Act.” Governor Kathy Hochul announced on December 18th that she will sign
it. All the same arguments against her approving the law were made by our pro-life
colleagues in New York. By the time you read this news column, she will likely have
acted on the bill, so google it at “Hochul right to die law” and watch for an email blast
from our DCRTL office staff (Naomi or Molly) for an update.

Illinois and New York’s laws only allow doctors to help patients die who are terminal.
However, be warned that the requirement that patients themselves take the death pills
on their own without help will soon be gone. This is because some patients won’t be able
to take the pills on their own due to physical limitations. Others will complain that oral
medication is too expensive or ineffective. Illinois and New York will move quickly to
death by a doctor who injects them. The patient will no longer need to take death pills
themselves if they cannot physically do it. Indeed, a study of doctor-assisted suicide by
Hamline (Minnesota) School of Law professor Thadeus Pope was cited in a report by
The National Academy of Sciences in 2018 as follows:

“Another area where the current U.S. state laws may be too strict, said Pope, is their
requirement for self-administration of the lethal medication. This requirement is designed
to help assure voluntariness, Pope explained, but some individuals lose the ability to self-
ingest the medication. In addition, some people have complications from self-ingestion, as
shown by the 3 to 6 percent complication rate noted in the latest data from Oregon
( Oregon Health Authority, 2018). Pope added that the complication rate may rise as the
practice moves away from using secobarbital to newer medications that do not have the
same track record (Oregon Health Authovity, 2018 ). Belgium, Canada, Luxembourg, and
the Netherlands avoid this potential problem by allowing_clinicians to administer lethal
medications. Victoria's new law allows physician administration,_but only in the case
where a patient is physically incapable of self-administration or digestion.”

Thus, once you allow a doctor to help a person kill themselves, it logically follows that
the doctor should be allowed to directly kill his or her patient if the patient cannot
physically do it themselves. Moreover, if the logic behind these laws is to end suffering
for the patient, it follows that people with prolonged but non-terminal illnesses should
have the same right to kill themselves. Think of people with incurable cancer, lupus, or
severe arthritis who are not expected to die within 6 months. Austria, Germany,
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Spain all allow such non-terminal patients to commit
suicide!! 05 ...continued on page 6



Pro-Life Legislative, Court & Other Legal News

...continued from page 5

That is where all assisted suicide laws go, so we need to stop them now. Remember, the
American Medical Association opposes physician-assisted suicide, as does the Chicago
Tribune Editorial Board, and millions of pro-life Americans.

Doctor-assisted suicide is currently illegal in Iowa, as it should be in every pro-life state.
However, we expect doctor-assisted and suicide laws to be introduced again in the 2026
Iowa legislative session. There are currently no federal laws regarding doctor-assisted
suicide. Therefore, it is up to each state to determine whether it wants assisted suicide. You
will be called upon to voice your pro-life opinion at some point in the future, so stay
vigilant, informed, and be ready to act.

Well, that’s it for this month. Please watch for news of all of this in the Press, on TV, and on
social media. DCRTL will keep you informed so you can express your pro-life views
regarding these matters whenever and wherever possible.

Arthur F. Gilloon

2026 Scholarship Contest

Attention all graduating high school seniors! Our
annual scholarship contest for 2026 is upon us. This is
an opportunity for you to express your pro-life views
to compete for a scholarship for college. See below for
more details!

Who: Graduating high school seniors who plan to
attend college.

Scholarship Amount: Up to $10,000 is available to be
awarded between applicants at the discretion of the
judging committee.

Expectations: Students must submit a written copy of an original speech (5-10
minutes in length on the topic “Unpacking the Gift of Life When it is Most
Challenging.” Students must also submit evidence of service hours logged in the
cause of protecting human life. They must also submit one (1) recommendation
letter describing individual commitment to some aspect of the DCRTL mission.

Where to submit: https://www.dcrtl.org/get-
involved/events/scholarships/

Deadline to submit: Monday, March 2, 2026
at 11:59pm CST. Finalists will be chosen by the
quality of their written speech, service hours,
and recommendation letter. Finalists MUST be
available to participate in a speech presentation =
at the DCRTL office on Saturday, April 4th, at ' "l

ot OLARGH
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Note from our Digital Outreach Associate

Dear Friends for Life,

Often today we see an uprising of Pro-Life advocates who solely rely on the consumers and
followers within the realm of social media. Our goal as an organization is to utilize these
platforms by bringing the Pro-Life message to those who may have never heard it before.
Through the use of social media, we also reach the younger generation: The future of the
Pro-Life movement.

So how can you become an effective partner? First, follow us on our social media
platforms (listed below). The higher number of followers we have, the more relevant we
become. Second, increase engagement by liking, commenting, and sharing our posts.
This is probably the best way to intrigue others who may not have heard of our organization
prior. Non-followers are more likely to comment on a post if there are already likes and
comments on it. We want the most engagement possible because when that happens,
conversations occur, and our mission in advocating for the pre-born is attained. And that’s
it! It may not seem like it, but when you become active on our social media accounts like
our Instagram, Facebook, and Threads, (and now TikTok too!) you become an integral part
in the Pro-Life movement.

When I joined DCRTL, I had a mission to improve our numbers on social media. Since I’ve
joined, total views and reach have increased exponentially. On Instagram alone, our reach
has increased by a little over 510%! Now if I’ve lost you here, hear me out. “Reach” refers
to how many times a unique account has seen the content. So, if one person sees a post 5
times, it still counts as a 1 reach. “Views” are how many times total a post has been looked
at, no matter if it is the same person or not. So really, reach is far more important than views
because it means we are reaching people who have never seen our content before, and
therefore further spreading the Pro-Life message.

Since I’ve joined, our content interaction has increased by 22.8% on Facebook and 100%
on Instagram! Along with this, our visits to social media pages and follower count have also
gone up. It is my personal goal to continue this trend and increase our online awareness. In
doing this, we not only set an example but also help to shed the light on the tragedy of
abortion, hoping to change hearts and minds. So for the takeaway, all YOU have to do as a
fellow member of DCRTL is give us a follow and like, comment, and share our content. As
a result, you are helping us achieve our goal and giving a voice to the pre-born.

Why Social Media Engagement Matters:

mesmn e ol Dameky 56 ArArs Fom s e e
EAMUNJ REUEN & AWUHTCIICoa

The mere interactions. the more recognizable we become. &
Deepens Relations

Starting conversations, answering questions. and
building loyalty.

Drives Action

Motivating people by making them feel connected,
valued, and a part of something kigger!

Real-Time Feedback

Through comments, messages, and reactions, we can see what
people are concerned about and what topics spark emotion.

RIGHTTOLIFEDUBUQUE

For Life,
Molly Strohmeyer

0 @ f()) @righttolifedubuque (’ Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc.

We are on TikTok now! - 0 @dcrtlife
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St. Francis Xavier - Graham Wessels
Overall 1st Place Winner

Tri-State Christian School - Emsley
McHugh - Overall 2nd Place Winner

Marquette Catholic School - Braelyn
Zeimet - Overall 3rd Place Winner

“Dowhatever He tells you.”

John 25

Jesus wants YOU
tosave the babies.

John & Ellen Markham

DUHAWKS

FOR LIFE

Y

5th Grade Poster Contest

Every year, we look forward to the creativity and
artistic expression from the 5th grade students in
our community who submit posters that reflect a
pro-life theme. This year was no different! Our
theme for this year’s contest was “Human Life:
Precious at Every Stage,” encouraging students to
portray the idea that every human life is valuable,
from the moment of conception to the moment of
natural death.

The 5th grade students beautifully represented the
theme in their artwork, giving our judges much to
think about when determining winners. We
received many posters illustrating various stages
of life -- the preborn baby in the womb, newborns,
toddlers, teenagers, adults, and elderly. Some
students used creative messaging like “We are in
this together for Life.” One student created a
comic strip about a mother who chose life instead
of abortion.

These students demonstrated a profound ability to
think deeply about the topic of life and showcase
it in all its beauty. Each poster reflected the truth
that Life is something to be celebrated and
cherished - not discarded. Whether that life is still
in its mother’s womb, or an elderly grandparent
admired and loved by their grandchildren, Life is
precious, and should be treated as such. We are
grateful to the 5th graders who celebrated Life
and showcased the dignity of every human being
through their artwork.

Here are pictures with the first, second, and third
place overall winners! Stay tuned for more
pictures of all our winners in the February
newsletter.

WISH LIST a

Tissues

St. Joseph’s Woodshop
Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork
built 1o suit our customer’s needs 2
Mike & Sara Brehm & Family AMBULANCE
8605 Tennis Lane * Peosta, Iowa 52068 563)690 91 1 1
563-543-8695 P —m————
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Thank you to Santa for making a stop at our Christmas party, and to all those who
attended! We had a great time celebrating Christmas with you. Enjoy some pictures
from the party!

Special Thanks to Deacon Brian Zeman and St. Anthony Catholic Church

We want to offer our heartfelt thanks to Deacon Brian Zeman, who helped coordinate our
National Night of Prayer at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church. Thank you for all your help, and
for leading this time of prayer and reflection. Thank you also to Fr. Rosonke, St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church, and its parishioners for graciously welcoming us and allowing us to use
your beautiful church to host this event. May God bless all of you for your efforts to protect
our pre-born brothers and sisters.

3 Q HomeShow-
: . Proudly supporting
Ameriprise & ey

1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 565-557-9952

Financial

Bridgewater Advisors
340 W 5th St Dubugque, IA 52001

563.556.1342 GoDp
Financial Advisor/ .
Financial Planning Specialist 1S
PRO-LIFE

Fred Ganter
M.S., APMA ™

Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS
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“If people spent an hour a week in
Eucharistic Adoration,
abortion would be ended.”
+Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

M WINERY

b

If you would like to know more
about being a regular adorer at the
Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
or if you are willing to sub
occasionally, please contact
Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or
powerofprayerchapel @outlook.com

-lm
PARK FAR

3

ENJOY LIFE!

Catholic Parishes of
the Emmaus Pastorate:

“Bore ! fomd you R ORH T o g
i ey e o st

Jeremigh 15

BEHR'S
Funeral Home
1491 Mam St ~ (563) 582-3297
~ www.behrfuneralhome.com ~
JHonoring the Sanctity of Life
Since 1936

Rondinelli
Music/Audio

(563) 583-8271

‘%  MOTHERS
: PRAYERS
J‘o, %  United in prayer

"+55.+7  we save our children
To join or start a group contact:
usa@mothersprayers.org

LIZ CUSHMAN

USA Coordinator

| "Babies are (]

SOU P ~ - aBlessing 5°
; (fe! '.9'4'
o a feast of fibers e b Cﬁ’oose LIf e %
(563) 587-8044 Del & Lois Link
email: Sara@yarn-soup.com and Family

Heffnann Sehneiden

“Ritchen

FUMERAL HOME » CREMATORY » PREFLANNING
A Dubugue Trodition Since 1846

T

At to Trensare
Dubuque

71N\

(1)
BECKMAN
N/ CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

Jesus exclaimed to
St. Faustina,

“How very much
I desire the
salvation of

souls!”

Dubuque, IA
563-588-0571
SIS www . stanthony-dubuque.org

HOME » FARM » AUTO

Before | formed you in the womb, | knew you.
Jer. 1:5

Nowhere on earth are we more
welcomed or loved than by
Jesus in the Eucharist.

. 3860 Asbury Road We believe every
e Ajvertlser 563.582.5222 life is precious and
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact” hskfhcares.com is a gift from God. sus Divin g RIRY il vou
St. Anthony
1| Catholic Church
1| 1870 St. Ambrose St. For yw.f

Blessed Mother Teresa

5t. Joseph Guardian of the Redeemer
Perpetual Adoration Chapel
East Dubuque, Tllnca

Love them
BOTH! | KCRD

DUBUQUE 98.3 FM

W220EQ

PEOSTA 91.9 FM

St. Columbkille
Catholic Church
1240 Rush St., Dubuque
563-583-9117
www.stcolumbkille.net

@““ SUCCEsg #y

KGIDIR

DYERSVILLE 106.7 FM

WIPBO

PLATTEVILLE 104.7 FM

Freund Law Firm, P.C. The determination of the need for legal
services and the choice of a lawyer are
extremely important decisions and should
not be base solely upon advertisements
or self-proclaimed expertise. This
disclosure is required by the rule of the
Supreme Court of lowa.

John D. Freund
Ph: (563) 587-8050

www.jdfreundlaw.com

McCullough

CREATIVE

g In Loving Memory of

@ Divine Word College | M 11.:4; Honkamp-Myhre

and Arnie Honkamp

Building a
culture of life!

Joyce Honkamp

OUR LADY
OF LIFE,
PRAY FOR US.

Dr. David &
Eva Stabenow
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JESUS,
1 TRUST
IN YOU!

Bill & Jan Frye

Serra Club of Dubuque {ANN"Al1)(= rnational
P.O. Box 461 ¢ Dubuque, IA 52004

Phone: (563) 663-0291
Supporting Life
and promoting
vocations

LivFit Weight Control program

Laura Dolehide
Independent Reliv Distributer
563-590-5952
Idolehide@gmail.com

DUBUQUE SCREW PRODUCTS
BEYOND PRECISION MACHINING

s
== HERE

6500 Chavenelle Rd. Dubugue, 1A 52002
(563) 583-2770
dboscrewproducts.com

150 9001:2015 CERTIFIED

DUBUQUE COMMUNITY CHURCH

ot

563.583.5870.] dhqrommunityehurch.com | Fastor Dupr..s Schmitt

L] PRAY FOR US.

OUR LADY
OF LIFE,

Drs. Clark &
Ann Williams

Pray for
an end

to abortion.

In Memory of
Larry & Renee

Friedman

(563)556-5250 or (563)557-3123
www.partnersofclarityclinic.com
3365 Hillcrest Road
Dubuque, IA 52002

JOHN DOLEHIDE, D.O.
Urology, Medical Associates

563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

In Loving Memory of:

IRTHRIGHT

“It is the right of t
Bud Portz woitan to givebirth...and te right
& of every child to be born.”
221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, lowa
Mary Mormann 563-556-1991
MARY'S INN TRAPPIST CASKETS
MATERNITY HOME New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849
(563) 552-6288
Email:
director@marysinnmaternityhome.org . 88 8 5 43 3 ’ 6934
Website: The area’s most recognized Peosta, Towa

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

commercial roofer.

www.trappistcaskets.com

SACRED HEART
OF JESUS,
PLEASE PROTECT
OUR FAMILIES

John & Ellie Freund

Animal Health Clinic
Dyersville, IA

Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
563-875-6083

Big River
NETWORX .c

[T SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR BUSINESS
Call For Your FREE Systems Analysis
Al Schroeder
563.495.3002

Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory
Ph. 563-556-6788

2595 Rockdale Road
Dubuque, Towa

Leonard Funeral Flome
believes in the dignity of life!

Praparty Management & Real Extate  PREGLERPROPERTIES. COM

PROPERTIES
888-508-6188)

Knights of Columbus

Council #510
Dubuque, TA
Council #765
Dickeyville, Kieler
& Cuba City, WI
Council #930
St. Thomas Aquinas
Cascade, IA
Council #4236
La Motte
& Key West, IA

Council #5513
Peosta, IA
Council #7527
Bishop O’Neill Council
East Dubuque, IL
Council #7823
Epworth, IA

DEFEND Council#15813
LIFE!

St. Columbkille
Dubuque, IA
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