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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

ARTIFICIAL ESTROGEN IN THE ENVIRONMENT 

While health authorities estimate that 100 million women worldwide take some form 

of hormonal contraceptive, scientists are becoming more concerned about its envi-

ronmental impact.  High levels of estrogen in the water are affecting the reproduction 

and gender of aquatic life—fish (trout, salmon, cod, flounder, large-mouth bass) and 

frogs and river otters and turtles and alligators.   In addition, these chemicals are hav-

ing a bizarre effect on common birds—the starling, finches, robins and gulls. 

In 1998, author and cancer surgeon Dr. Susan Love said, ―Pollutants are metabolized 

in our bodies as estrogen.  And . . . .it is lifetime exposure to estrogen that has in-

creased world cancer rates by 26% since 1980. . . .We live in a toxic soup of chemicals.‖  Studies are 

showing significant evidence for a link between environmental estrogens and estrogen-like pollutants 

and the earlier onset of puberty in girls.  Although there is no conclusive proof, it is thought the hor-

mone could be partly to blame for falling sperm counts in men.  

This is not new news; but the evidence is accumulating around the world.  Estrogen is not the only pol-

lutant in our ground water, many other pharmaceutical drugs and other chemicals contribute; humans 

are not the only source (cattle, pets).  But one controlled study by Dr. Karen Kidd found that estrogen 

from birth control pills adversely affects fish populations, resulting in the same changes as found in the 

fish residing in the (contaminated) environment. 

Yet, environmental groups are careful to avoid recommending restrictions on artificial contraceptives.  

The National Catholic Register quoted Curt Cunningham, water quality issues chairman for the Rocky 

Mountain Chapter of Sierra Club International, saying that people ―would not take kindly‖ to the sug-

gestion of banning or restricting hormonal contraceptives. ―For many people it‘s an economic necessity.  

It‘s also a personal freedom issue.‖ 

Environmental groups have a long record of promoting contraceptive use.  The Sierra Club has a resolu-

tion advocating that ―comprehensive and realistic birth control programs  (should) be available to every 

member of our society.‖  The World Wildlife Fund‘s senior campaigns officer claims that extinctions 

are partly caused by ―too many people‖ and suggests we supply ‗contraceptive hardware‘ to people in 

the developing world ―as a basic human right even if there was no population problem.‖  Environmental 

Defense advocates ―access to contraception‖ as necessary to fight global warming.   

Environmental groups should be part of the solution,  Instead, they are part of the problem. 

Dubuque County Right To Life, Inc. is a non-profit, non-sectarian, educational organization dedicated to 

preserving and fostering respect for human life from conception to natural death.  We educate the public 

about the dangers of abortion, euthanasia, and infanticide.   

Protest the Pill Day '08  

American Life League, along with Pro-life Wisconsin and Pharmacists for Life, is sponsoring the day. It 

will be observed June 7th, the anniversary of Griswold vs. Connecticut (the Supreme Court decision 

which decriminalize the use of contraception in 1965).  Pro-lifers around the country will be outside 

facilities that distribute it, sharing information about its side effects, its abortifacient properties and its 

environmental effects. 

Even though this information is printed on the package insert, most women are completely unaware of 

the fact that the pill does not always prevent conception and can cause abortion by preventing a new 

human being from attaching to the uterus.  In addition, side effects such as breast & cervical cancer, 

blood clots, infertility and weakened immune systems are often downplayed. 

Learn more at www.thepillkills.com.  The evidence is in; the facts speak for themselves. 

LIFE GUARDENERS NEEDED!  Our Memorial to the Unborn at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Key West is in 

need of tender loving gardening—NOW.  Spring clean up has not yet been done (its been too cold!).  

Please call to let us know you can help!  (563-556-5960) 



You can help.  

On  04/25/08 DCRTL held its Life Dinner with  Speaker, Allan Parker, President of The Justice Foundation 

and lead legal counsel for Norma McCorvey who was Jane Roe of “Roe v Wade” and Sandra Cano who was 

Mary Doe of “Doe v Bolten”, in the legal effort to overturn their landmark Supreme Court rulings that 

brought legalized abortion on demand. Allan Parker said that the U.S.Supreme Court cited to the written tes-

timony of the women of Operation Outcry in upholding the federal ban on partial-birth abortion. But the 

Court said it did not know the size of the problem, so Allan Parker’s group has a goal to collect one million 

declarations to show the Court how many are hurt by abortion. Please encourage all you know who have had 

an abortion and regretted it to download the form “Declaration How My Abortion Affected Me” by going to 

www.operationoutcry.org , tell their story and send it to The Justice Foundation, Operation Outcry, 8122 

Datapoint Drive, Suite 812, San Antonio, TX 78229. Questions call toll-free 1-866/468-8279.  

P.S.  Forms are also available at our office.   

Dubuque County Right To Life, Inc. does not endorse any legislation,  candidate or political party.  
Our goal is to provide the public with information with which to make an informed decision. 

ñTHERE’S AN OLD SAYING IN WASHINGTON THAT CONGRESS LISTENS TO WHO’S TALKING!” 

PRO-LIFE LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS: 

The addresses and phone numbers for your members of Congress are: 

U.S. Senate                                         House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20510                    Washington, D.C. 20515 

Phone: 1-202-224-3121                       Phone:  1-202-225-3121 

Capitol Switchboard toll free number:  1-888-723-5246 

CONTACT THE FOOD & 

DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

(FDA): 

5600 Fischers Lane  

Rockville, MD 20857-0001  

1-888-463-6332 
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Federal Legislation of interest: 

¶ The Pregnant Women Health and Safety Act (Introduced by Senators David Vitter, George Voino-

vich & Sam Brownback) requires abortionists to have admitting privileges at a local hospital and that 

abortionists notify patients of the location where they can receive follow up medical treatment in the 

event of complications. 

¶ The Human-Animal Hybrid Prohibition Act—HR 5910 (Introduced by Rep. Chris Smith) will ban 

the creation of hybrid clones.  The creation of these clones involves the destruction of human lives and 

manipulation of the DNA of both animals and humans.  There are also environmental and public health 

concerns about the hybrids.  Sen. Sam Brownback has introduced a companion bill in the Senate.   

¶ The Prenatally & Postnatally Diagnosed Conditions Awareness Act—SF 1810, HR 3112 (Co-

sponsored by Senators Sam Brownback & Ted Kennedy) mandates that health care providers inform 

parents of an unborn or newly born child with "up-to-date, scientific, written information concerning the 

life expectancy, clinical course, and intellectual and functional development and treatment options for a 

fetus diagnosed with or child born with Down syndrome or other prenatally or postnatally diagnosed 

conditions." and coordinate the provision of, and access to, supportive services for patients affected.  

¶ The Stop Deceptive Advertising for Women’s Services Act (Introduced in the Senate by Sen. Robert 

Menendez) targets crisis pregnancy centers, alleging they give misleading information on abortion and 

its risks.  It would place burdensome regulations on pregnancy centers and require the Federal Trade 

Commission to create and enforce rules to ―prohibit deceptive practices that pregnancy centers say they 

never use.‖ 

¶ The Senate recently passed the Genetic Information Non-discrimination Act which bars employers 

and health insurance providers from discriminating against individuals on the basis of their own or fam-

ily members‘ genetic information.  The House of Representatives passed a nearly identical bill last year.  

This bill helps protect the disabled. 
Iowa Legislation: 

The Core Curriculum bill—SF 2216 passed both houses and was signed into law by Governor Culver on May 1st.  

This bill puts into place a core curriculum for all public and accredited nonpublic schools in Iowa, and addresses con-

tent standards for reading, mathematics, and science.  Schools do not have to use a particular instructional methodol-

ogy.  Parents who want to retain their right to educate their children without government interference need to take a 

look at this legislation.  The pro-life concern is the possibility of sex education ‗content standards‘ being added in the 

future without parental input or control.  

http://www.operationoutcry.org/


 Note: Wallet -size Medical Cards  with 
Life Support Directions including a 
statement prohibiting the taking of any 
organ for transplantation purposes are 
now available, by mail only, from the 
International Foundation for Genetic 
Research/Michael Fund, 4371 Northern 
Pike, Pittsburgh, PA 15146. Please in-
dicate if you wish the Roman Catholic, 
Protestant or Jewish format. Sug-
gested donation is $2.00 per card 
(postage included).   

BOYCOTT UPDATE: 

The Boycott List identifies corporations that are boycott targets due to their support of Planned Parenthood (PP).  It is 

published by Life Decisions International (LDI) after thorough investigation of the companies and confirmation that 

they have in fact funded PP.   The CEO receives documentation of contribution, information about PP, and the oppor-

tunity to make PP ineligible for future support.   

New to The Boycott List (as of January 3) and not mentioned previously:  CARLSON COMPANIES—

Operations:advertising/marketing(Carlson Marketing Worldwide, Peppers & Rogers), leisure/travel (All Aboard 

Travel, Carlson Wagonlit Travel, Cruise Holidays, Cruise Specialists, CruiseDeals.com,. Distinctive Departures, 

Fly4Less.com, Getaway Savings, Luxury Travel Network, Partners In Travel, Regent Seven Seas Cruises, SeaMaster 

Cruises, SinglesCruise.com) lodging (hotels/resorts) Country Inns & Suites By Carlson, Park Inn, Park Plaza, Radis-

son, Regent), restaurants (Pick Up Stix, T.G.I. Friday‘s); Contact: Ms. Marilyn Carlson Nelson, Chairman & CEO, 

Carlson Companies Inc., 701 Carlson Pkwy., Minnetonka, MN 55305; 763-212-4000. 

New to the "Dishonorable Mention" section, which identifies charitable organizations that are associated with 

Planned Parenthood and/or its agenda:  Doctors Without Borders (MSF) distributes ―emergency birth control,‖ 

which results in abortion; Contact Darin Portnoy, M.D., MPH, President, MSF USA, 333—7th Ave., 2nd Fl., New 

York, NY 10001-5004; 212-679-6800; www.doctorswithoutborders.org 

The Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) is holding its ―Lock-Up‖ on June 4th.  Consider the following state-

ment before deciding to participate/contribute:  Their research guidelines strongly recommend ―that MDA support 

meritorious research using human tissue at all stages of development. .  . . . . but the Association will support embry-

onic stem cell research in accordance with . . .‖ (that, in spite of their [own] encouraging results using adult-derived 

stem cells). 

More information about the CFP, visit http://www.fightpp.org. 

Memorials to DCRTL — Thanks to all who have given a gift of life:  

In memory of: Richard “Dick” Dolter from Cari & Dave Tharp and Dr. Paul Hoffmann; Dr. Gerald Chapman 

from Roger & Lynne Gibbs; Dolorous “Dorie” Klosterman from Don & Kathy Rupp; Ralph Bonnet from Jim & 

Kathy Conlon; Lauren Schmidt form Doris & Bill McDermott; Joe Willenborg from Dick & Jean Mescher; Joseph 

Sauser from Curt & Ann Curoe & Nancy Knepper; Velma Dolter from Thomas Dolter; and for Ruby from Lillian 

Freund. 

In honor of the following: Fr. Richard Kuhn’s 80th birthday from Jim & Kathy Conlon. 
When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is sent to the person or family you designate.  
With gifts of  $250 or greater, their name is engraved on our memorial plaque which is displayed in our office. 

A humble plea to Bishops, Clergy and Laymen  
 - Randall A. Terry 

 ―This may be the most important message on how to end 

abortion in America that has been written in 15 years.‖ - Fr. John Ed-

ward Bartholomew.   

 Or, this may be the most important message on how to end 

abortion ever written.  Although written especially to American Bish-

ops, Mr. Terry pleads with all Catholic Clergy and laity and all Evan-

gelical Clergy and laity to help end the abortion holocaust.   He 

speaks of duty and of the need for repentance and courage, urgency 

and action.  He speaks from the perspective of a pro-life leader, from 

frontline experiences and knowledge of the victories and failures.  

And he speaks from his heart.  He wants nothing more than to have 

―an actual day in the not too distant future when generations yet un-

born can look back and say, On this day, the holocaust against chil-

dren was brought to a final end.‖ 

 This is an important read for all who believe in the value of 

human life regardless of level of involvement in the pro-life move-

ment.  It is an easy read, short and to the point.  Get yourself a copy 

or two or more (you‘ll want to share) by going online to 

www.humbleplea.com or stop by our office to pick one up.  ($2 is the 

suggested donation per copy)  

Patricia Bainbridge, director of the Respect 

Life Office for the diocese of Rockford, will 

be speaking at St. Mary‘s in East Dubuque on 

August 5th.  The evening‘s itinerary is:  

6:40 P.M. Rosary 

7:00 P.M. Mass 

Patricia will speak after Mass.   Her topic is:  

“Conscientious Voting.” 
Please attend all or any part of the evening.  
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http://www.fightpp.org


ñThe greatest 

kindness one can 

render to any 

man is  leading 

him to truth.ò  

-St .  Thomas 

Aquinas 

Our cable access shows can be seen on cablevision Channel 16. 

Watch for our upcoming locally taped programs, scheduled for 

Mondays @ 10:00 A.M., Fridays @ 3:00 P.M. and Saturdays @ 1:00 

P.M.  We now are able to present other programs on Cable Channel 

15.  The scheduled times for LIFE TALK NEWS are:  Mondays @ 

9:00 P.M., Tuesdays & Wednesdays @ 3:30 P.M. and Thursdays @ 

2:00 P.M.  The scheduled times for Faces of Abortion are Tuesdays @ 8 P.M. & 

Wednesdays @ 1:00 P.M.  Please keep watching  to get updated on life issues and 

events.  Mediacom now has 24 hour programming so our shows will also make ran-

dom appearances during the night and on weekends—so watch for our shows at other 

times than those listed above.  Now showing:  Life Dinner ‘08:  Allan Parker dis-

cusses overturning Roe and how abortion hurts women. 

Knippelõs  

Religious Goods 
[Gifts and Supplies for the 

Sacraments] 
129 Main Street 

Dubuque, IA 52001 

563-582-5845 

 St. Joseph‘s Woodshop 
Hand Crafted 

Furniture and Woodwork 
Built to suit our Customers Needs 

 
Mike and Sara Brehm & Family 

8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068 
563-557-7041  

DCRTL’s WISH LIST: 

Ý Stamps 

Ý Printer ink cartridges 

Lexmark Z1300 or 

B r o t h e r  t o n e r 

cartridge TN-350 or 

Canon ImageCLASS  

D320 

Ý  Minolta MT 201A 

toner for copy 

machine 

Ý Avery labels –5160 

Ý Medium & tall size 

garbage bags  

Ý S p e a k i n g 

engagements 

Ý Volunteers 

Dubuque County Right To Life 

2205 Carter Road 

Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
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DYERSVILLE IMPLEMENT, INC. 
13845 ROUTE 136 

DYERSVILLE, IOWA 52040 

(319)875-2724 or 800-530-2724 

A.G.&C.P. PRODUCTS 

I think. . .Therefore  
Iõm Pro-Life  

THIS MONTH‘S FEATURED BUMPER STICKER 
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(563)582-1676 

 

Expressions of Faith  
Religious Gifts & Books  

 
2255 JFK, Asbury Square   

Hours: 11:00 -5:00 Monday ñSaturday  

Would you like to 

see your ad here?  

 

 Call DCRTL.  

Have you been wondering how corporations get on The Boycott List?  Or why should we be concerned about that?  

What should one say when writing these companies with our concerns?  Do you wonder if we should really boycott 

charitable organizations that we know ‗do so much good?‘  If so, bring your questions to our next monthly meeting. 

It will be at 7:00 P.M on June 5th in our Office & Educational Center.  We will take an in-depth look at the economic 

boycott.  Bring your questions, concerns and if you can, please bring treats to share.  We will provide the coffee. 


